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1 . AS YOU KNOW THE SECRETARY IS PLANNING SHORTLY TO GO TO 
JERUSALEM AND CAIRO FOR TALKS WITH BEGIN AND SADAT AND THEN 
ON TO THE SINAI FIELD MISSION FOR A MEETING WITH THE FOREIGN 
AND DEFENSE MINISTERS OF EGYPT AND ISRAEL. TRIP IS 
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN ON AUGUST 5 AND SFM CONFERENCE SHOULD 
END ON AUGUST 1 1. 
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2. WE HOPE IN THIS NEXT ROUND OF TALKS TO BEGIN MOVING THE 
NEGOTIATIONS FORWARD AND 

I THINK IT WOULD BE 

PARTICULARLY USEFUL AFTER THE SFM MEETINGS TO HAVE CONSULTA- 
TIONS WITH OUR CLOSE FRIENDS IN THE AREA AND OTHERS MOST 
IMMEDIATELY INTERESTED. SINCE THE SECRETARY MUST RETURN TO 
THE U.S. ON AUGUST 12. WHAT I AM CONSIDERING IS POSSIBILITY 
OF ROY ATHERTON AND MYSELF BREAKING OFF IN DIFFERENT 
DIRECTIONS BEGINNING AUGUST 12 FOR TALKS WITH THE TOP 
PEOPLE IN YOUR CAPITALS. PERIOD INVOLVED WOULD BE APPROXI- 
MATELY AUGUST 12-15. COULD YOU PLEASE GIVE ME YOUR BEST 
ESTIMATE OF WHETHER SENIORMOST PEOPLE WILL BE AVAILABLE 
FOR CONSULTATION DURING THAT PERIOD. I WOULD PREFER THAT 
THIS NOT BE RAISED FORMALLY WITH GOVERNMENTS AT THIS TIME, 

BUT IF YOU NEED TO TAKE INFORMAL SOUNDINGS OF A CLOSE 
CONTACT, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO USE YOUR DISCRETION. 

3. FOR DAMASCUS: WE RECOGNIZE THAT SYRIANS HAVE 
PREFERRED NOT TO HAVE ATHERTON VISIT DAMASCUS BECAUSE OF 
HIS INDENTIFICATION WITH THE EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI TALKS. IF 
THIS REMAINS THEIR ATTITUDE, DO YOU THINK THEY WOULD HAVE 
PROBLEM IN RECEIVING ME? 

4. PLEASE SEND INFO COPIES OF YOUR REPLIES TO JERUSALEM 
SECRET 
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FOR ATHERTON AND CLASSIFY STADIS-NEA ONLY. VANCE 
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